Legal Status of Intraoperative Neurophysiologic Monitoring
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Despite current surgical technique has been well developed, unexpected side effects and complications are common. Medicolegal
problems will happen when the patient recognize the mistake of doctor and does not accept the result. As the new law about medi-
cal attention has been established recently in korea, patients are apt to provoke a medical dispute or sue doctors for negligence.
Therefore constant vigilance are required to prevent medical malpractice for doctors especially in operation with high risks. The pur-
pose of intraoperative neurophysiologic monitoring (INM) is to prevent and minimize neurologic deficits. Furthermore INM may have
an important role in legal aspects as well as these medical purposes. This review will cover both several cases related with medi-

colegal problems and current issues of legal aspect on INM .
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